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There are a number of Citizens Band or CB radio codes that are relevant to our work at the FCC.  
“10-75” means “you are causing interference.”  “10-30” means “does not conform to FCC rules.”  And 
“10-11” means something I’ve been told I do from time to time: “talking too rapidly.”

Over the decades, CB radio slang has changed.  But the FCC’s rules in this area have not.  For 
instance, we still have on the books a requirement that manufacturers engrave the serial number into the 
transmitter chassis of each CB radio.  Whatever the merits of this rule when it was adopted 40 years ago, 
those merits have faded into memory, just like “B.J. and the Bear.”  And the costs of complying with it 
today greatly exceed any benefit from theft prevention and the like.

So today, we reorganize, streamline, and eliminate regulations related to the Personal Radio 
Service.  These rules govern use of devices like CB radios, remote-controlled toys, and walkie-talkies.  
For instance, we consolidate various repetitive sections of our rules into one place, where possible.  We 
also reorganize these rules into categories that are easier to understand and easier to find.

This modernization effort will help anyone who uses a CB radio or other personal 
communications device to more easily understand and comply with our rules.  Whether you’re a truck 
driver who needs to communicate on the road or a remote control toy enthusiast, you’ll be able to put 
down the engraving pen and the law books and focus on your handle.

Thank you to all those, past and present, who worked on this item.  In particular, thank you to 
Tom Derenge, Nese Guendelsberger, Joyce Jones, Jean Kiddoo, Roger Noel, Matt Pearl, Becky Schwartz, 
Scot Stone, and Suzanne Tetreault in the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau; Martin Doczkat, Rashmi 
Doshi, Tim Harrington, Jamison Prime, and Bruce Romano from the Office of Engineering and 
Technology; Thomas Horan from the Media Bureau; Daniel Meyerson and Steven Spaeth from the 
Enforcement Bureau; and David Horowitz, Keith McCrickard, and Anjali Singh from the Office of 
General Counsel.

And to those who have been calling on the Commission for many years to modernize our rules in 
this area, I have one last thing to say: 10-4, over and out.


